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ABSTRACT

Dimitrios Damalas & Persefoni Megalofonou: By-catches of oilfish (Ruvettus pretiosus,
Cocco 1829) in the swordfish long line fishery of the eastern Mediterranean Sea and their
association with spatial, temporal and environmental factors.

By-catches of the oilfish, Ruvettus pretiosus, in the swordfish long line fishery and their
association with spatial, temporal and environmental factors were studied in the eastern
Mediterranean Sea during the eight-year period 1998-2005. A total of 821 oilfish with a mean
weight of 12.4 kg were recorded from 1263 fishing days sampled. In the area examined oilfish
represented 9.6% in number and 4.1% in biomass of the total catch sampled. An Intra- and
inter-annual variation in the nominal CPUE values was observed and interesting associations
with some environmental features probably linked to the species biology were revealed. Results
of a two staged generalized linear model (Delta-GLM) relating oilfish relative abundance
indices (CPUE) to a series of environmental, spatial, temporal and operational parameters
indicated that the configuration of the fishing gear affected the catches largely. Oilfish were
more frequently encountered during fall, however the likelihood of making a larger catch
peaked in spring. Spatial distribution revealed a strong latitudinal gradient, catches increased in
a north to south direction, peaking in the Levantine region, off the South Cretan coast.
Abundance fluctuations were strongly dictated by the lunar cycle, the probability of a catch
rising when the lunar disc was less illuminated.
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EIZATQI'H

To Ruvettus pretiosus (Cocco 1829), Bdatoc f ¢paykoovkid (oilfish), sivor €idog
BevBomeraywkd g owoyévelag Gempylidae mov umopel va Eemepdoet ta, VO PETPO GE OAKO
unkoc kot o 60 KiAd og Bapoc. Tlapovoidlel gupeio yewypapikn €EATAMGY) O TPOTIKEG Kol
gvkpoteg Odhaooeg kol aravtatol og Badn amd 100 émg 700 pétpa (Nakamura & Parin 1993).
v Meooyelo amoteiel oNUOVTIKO TOGOOTO TMV GLAAMYE®V GTO TOPAyadia Tov Eupia, m¢
ovvodo aAievpa (Megalofonou et al. 1993, Megalofonou et al. 2000, Tserpes et al. 2005). v
gpyoocio avt, efetdlovtolr ol GLAANYES Tov R. pretiosus otV ovatoAlky Mecdyelo
Aoppdvovtag vToyn TN YOPO-YPOVIKN UETAPOAN NG oYeTIKng apBoviag kol Ty emidpoon
OPIGUEVOV TTEPIPAALOVTIKOV TAPAUETPDV.

YAIKA KAI MEGOAOI

2 odpkela, avtig g Epevvag (1998-2005), and €vo avTimpoownevTiKd deiypla Tov
EAMANVIKOD OALELTIKOV 6TOAOL Tov otoyevel Eipia (39 okdon amd 20 AMpdvia), cvALEYONKaY
oTolyEla Yo TIC CVAAGYELS R. pretiosus TOL apOpPovoay TOV oplBrd oTOU®Y, TNV GLUUETOXN
TOVG GTO CUVOAO T®V GLAMYE®V Kol T0 HECO WEYEBOC TOLC. XvvovdoTnKav e otoryeio
OMEVTIKNC TPOOTAOELNG Kot ENLYEPNOLOKE OEOOUEVO (TOTOC OAEVTIKOD EpYaAEion, nUEpOUNVia,
YE@YPAPIKO oTiyHa). Avtd avtictoynonkay oe pio oelpd mepPaAlovIK®V TOPAUETPOV OTMG:
empavelokn Oeppokpacio 0draccag (SST), empavelokn ahatotra (SSS), cvykévipoon Chl-a,
ceviakog delktng (exppacpévog oe % Tov opatol cednviokov dickov), PBabuvpetpio Kot
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amocToon omd TNV mAnciéotepn okth. To dedopéva mponAbav Kupimg amd SopLPOPIKEG

TOPOATNPNOELS LLE YPOVIKT dtokprtoTnTa piog efdouddag Kot ympikni ¢ kot 0.013 g poipac. H

GUUUETOYN TOV TOPUUETPOV GTNV ENXIOPACT] TOL aoKel TO TEPPAALOV GTNV GYETIKT apbovia Kot

KATOvOUn TOv €id0ovc €EETACTNKE UE EQOPUOYN  YEVIKELUEVOV YPOUUIKOV HOVTEA®V

(Generalized Linear Models-GLMs, McCullagh & Nelder 1987) og 600 otddio (Delta models):

(o) povtedomomOnke N mBavotTTa VIaPENG R. pretiosus avd nuépa aleiog kot (f) uoévo yuo Tig

nuépeg agiag mov vanp&av cuAMELG R. pretiosus, poviehomomOnke o dgiktng apboviag Tovg

ocuvaptnoel Tov eéetaldpevav tapapétpov. Exppdcape og deiktn apboviag (CPUE-Catch Per

Unit of Effort), To Adyo tov cuAAiyewv (o€ apBud atdpmy) mTpog TNV AAEVTIKY TPOGTADELN

(oe aplBud aykioTpdv). Xta apylkd povtéda mepnednkav 11 ave&dptmreg petofAntég

(nebodoroyia avarvtikd otovg Ortiz & Arocha 2004):

Hopovaio (1 or 0) = ¢+ a,(lewypapixo unrog) + a(SST) + a;(I ewypapixo wharog) +
ay(Babvuetpia) + as(Ardoroon aro axty) + ag(Zelnviarxog oeiktng) + a;(SSS) +
ag(Chl-a) + ag(Alievtino epyodeio) + ajo(Mnvag) +ay1(Etog) + e,

log. (CPUE + 10% péon CPUE) = ¢ + a|(l swypagixo unrog) + ay(SST) + as(I ewypapixo
mAarog) + ay(Babvuctpia) +as(Anootaon amd axth) + ag(ZeAnviaxog deixtng) + a;(SSS) +
ag(Chl-a) + ag(Alievtino epyodeio) + ajo(Mnvag) +ay1(Etog) + e,

omov: [lapovoia pio petafAnti mov vmodnAidvel v vmoapén (1) M un (0) R. pretiosus ava

nuépa aiteiag, ¢ eivon pio otabepd, a; o1 AyvmOTOL GUVTELEGTEG KOl € TO TUYOI0 CPAALLL.

AMMOTEAEXMATA KAI XYZHTHXH
Ot ovvolkd 1263 nuépeg aMeiog okeddotnKav o€ o meployn mov meptkAgietor omd
tov 19° ém¢ Tov 35° peonufpivo kot tov 31° éwc tov 40° tapddinio (Ew. 1). Alievnkov 831
dropa pe éva péco kabapd Papog 12.4 kg (min=1.6 kg, max = 30kg, Siduecog = 12 kg). Agv
TapaTnPENONKe onpavtiky Soeopd oto péco péyebog avd arevtikd epyareio. Emiong, to péco
uéyebog dev mapovciace kdmolo unviaio 1 eTnolo Taon. Avtibeta, 1 GVIETOYT TOL £I00VG OTIG
GUVOMKEG GLUAANVELS Tapovsioce avéntikn tdon o€ OAn v 8-etia Eemepvavtag to 5% oe
Bapog kot to 15% oe apBpd atopmv v terevtaio oetia (péon Ty = 4.1% oe Papog kot
9.6% oe opBud). Emiong, m oLUUETOXN OTIS GLUVOMKEG GLAMWELS Tapovcioce &vtovn
EMOYIKOTNTA L€ T TOGOGTA NG va givan peyolvtepa tov 10% oe Pépog Tovg eaptvoig pNvec.
Avagopikd pe v mhavotnto mapovoiag kol Tovg deikteg oyxetikng agboviag (CPUE), to
TPADTO VTO-LOVTEAD £0€1Ee OTL Ol 4 TOPAUETPOL Kol 1 GAANAETIOpOOT TPLU®V ENMPLACAV
onuovTiKd v mhavotnta mapovsiag R..pretiosus avad nuépo oMeiog. H mapdpetpog Erog
EUPAVIOE TNV UEYOADTEPT ETidpootn epunvevovtog €va empépovg 8.6% NG GLVOMKNG
OmOKAIONG OTIS TIWEG TNG
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Figure 1. Sampling sites map with CPUE values for R. pretiosus avqrnra va GU, NeveL K.
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pretiosus: ALievtiko epyaleio (21%), Mivag (12.9%), Tewypopixéd wldrog (6.3%), Etog (4.5%),
SST (3.1%), Babvuetpia (2.2%), Zeinviaxie deiktng (2.2%) war Etog . Alievtiko epyaleio
(2.2%), Mivag . Alievtiko epyaleio (2.2%), Etog: Tewypapiké Mijkog : Tewypopixéd TTAdTog
(3.1%). Zuvohwd 10 povtéro epunvevce teplocdtepo and 59% g petafAntdmrag oTig THEG
tov fetikddv CPUE.

H ypovikn katavoun Tov cuAAMYev paveépmoe OTL TOGO 1 THOVOTNTO GUAANYNG 0G0
Kol m oxetikn agBovio avEavoviar oe €tota Pdon amd to 1998 £wc to 2005. Avtibeta ot
EMOYL0KEG TAOELG O1OPEPOVV pe TN TOOVOTNTO COAANYTG VO ALEAVEL LOVOTOVE, LE TNV TAPOJS0
NG OALEVTIKNG TEPLOOOVL Omd Tov MApTio £wg Tov ZemtéuPplo, v TN otk apbovio va
AapPavetr péyioto otovg eapivovg unveg (Ewc. 2). Avti n dwpopomoinomn mbavd va opeileton
€ OVOTOPAYMYIKES 1 OTPOPIKES GLVIBEIEC TOV €100VG, OV EMMPEALOVY TNV KOTAVOUY TOV
GTNV GTNHAT TOV VEPO.

H mbavétra oOAAyng R. Pretiosus (mopovcio-amovcio) oaivetor 0Tl Ogv
emmpedonke omd TOV TOTO TOL GAEVTIKOD EPYUAELOL TTOV YpnolloromOnke. Avtifeta, otnv
perétn g oxetikng aoeboviag (Betikég CPUE), 10 &pomopdyndo «AUEPIKAVIKOV TOTOLY
OTOJEIYTNKE TEPIGGOTEPO OMOJOTIKO O TO Tapadoclokd Ewpomapdyado. [Tbavég aitieg
omoteAobV 1 YPNOoM YNUIKE Gmo@opllovTmV oTolyElV TOL EAKOVV TO WYAPLd, 1| LEYUAVTEPTG
SLOUETPOV-OVOEKTIKOTEPT TTETOVIA KOl TO UEYOADTEPO €0POC PabdV GTNV GTHAT TOL VEPOD TOL
oAEVEL TO KAUEPTKAVIKOD TOTOLY ELPOTOPEY0dO.

Toco 1 mbavdtTe GVAANYNG 000 Kol 1 OYETIKN apBovia atdpmv Tapovsiace pio
mEPLOdIKOTNTA oL oVUPAdIle pe TOvV oeAnviokd KOKAO. XTn QAo NG VENS GEANVIG
(ZeAnviarog detrrns 0-25%) mapotnprinke 10 HEYIOTO TOV TIUOV. To OTOTEAEGUATO OVTH [OG
odnynoav otnv vtobeon 6tL 10 R. pretiosus TPOTYLA (OVES YAUNAOD QOTIGLOV 0KOAOLODVTAG
«odewTeey KaumvAeg (isolumes), 6mwc Exovv mpoteivel or Wilson et al. (2005) yia Tov pvBpd
t6vo. H vobeon avt) emPePfardverarl oe peydro Babud amd v epyasio tov Pakhorukov &
Boltachev (2001) omv omoia dwomiotdvetol 0Tt T0 R. pretiosus Tpaypotonolel voyOnuepeg
KAOETEG LETOVOOTEVGELS TAPAUEVOVTOG OTOV TLOREVO KaTd TNV OldpKeEWD TG MUEPAS KOt
ovePaivovtag oty emeavelo Ty voyTa.

H mBavomta cOAANYNG amodeiytnke ovIioTpOe®mg avaioyn g Oeppokpaciog, Evo 1
TOVOTNTO VoL VITAPEEL TOTIKGL LLEYAAT] GUYKEVTIPWOOT ATOU®V NTOV HEYUADTEPT) GE TEPLOYES LLE
Oepuokpocio and 20-22°C (Ewk. 2). Ta anotedéouato owtd £de1&av 6Tt 10 €00 TPOTIUA KOTH
Kavovo YoUNAEG OYETIKE BEpUOKPUGIES, MOTOCO EMOYLOKE Lmopel va cuvabpoileTol o TEPLOYES
LEe oVYKEKPLUEVO Beppokpactokd £0pog (20-22°C) mbovd yio avamapayoyikong 1| S1oTpoQLkong
Aoyovg. To BaBoc mubBuéva emnpéace povo v oyetikn apbovia n omoio EAafe péyioto o€
TEPLOYES OOV TO Pabog NTav pkpdTepo Tv 1000p.

H meproyn aheiog (lewypagixé unrog - I'ewypopixd mwAGTog) CLGYETIOTNKE AUEGO UE
mv oyetikn oaebovia (CPUE) kor éupeca pe v mbovotnta cVAAnyng (Hécwm Tng
aAAnAemidpacnc e pe tov Mipva). H CPUE éhaPe péyiotec Tipéc oe mAdtn wkpotepo tov 34
mapodiAon, oniadn votwe g Kpnmg mpog Tig Appikavikég oktég. Ot onUOVTIKEG
oANAemIOpdoelg TG meEPLoYNG oaAlelag pe ypovikég mapduetpeg (Mnvag, Etog) umopel vao
omotelel EVOEIE EVOG LETOVOGTEVTIKOD GYNILOTOG, TO OO0 OU®G 0V pmopel va, emPeformOel
LE TO TOPOV GUVOAO OESOUEVAV.

Téhog, M oAknAemidpaocn tov Alicvnikod epyaleiov pe 10 Erog kou tov Miva,
vrodnimvel 0t gite n oyetikny agbovia (CPUE) petafdileton otov ypdvo (mbavov Aoyw
SLOPOPETIKNG KATAVOUNG TOV €100Vg 6TV GTNAT TOV vEPOD), €ite OTL TO €100 gival To EVAA®TO
GTOV €vay amd Tovg 000 TOTTOVG epyoreiwv. H pelétn g mpayunatkig apboviog, pe dieEaymyn
TEPALATIKOV OELYLATOANYIDV OVEEAPTNTOV amd TNV EMAYYEAUATIKY oMeia Oa propéoel 610
péALoV va emPBePaidoet mowo amd Tig Vo VITOBEGELC Eivar 1) opo.

SOUTEPAGHATIKG, OTO TNV £PELVO OVTH OOTICT®ONKE OTL TOGO Ol TEPPUAAOVTIKEG
TOPALETPOL, OT®G 1 BEPLOKPAGIa KOl 01 PACELS TNG CEANVNG, OGO KUl Ol YWPO-YPOVIKES, OTMOC M
mepLoyn oMeiog Kot n emoyn Tov £Tovg, emnpedlovv oe peydAo PBabud T Kotavour kot n
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oxetikn] aebovio Tov R. pretiosus otnv Avatolkny Mecdyeo. Emiong, mopotmpnonke pia
otadloKn ovEnoT Twv VAR YEwV ard to 1998 ém¢ o 2005.

©

=
<

as factor(Month)
0
partial for SST

15

as factor(Month)

poly(SST, 2)
00

-15

oL 1mm Il11} i L nn 1] L1

i 1R TE T A T T T TR TR TR AT A
R
18 18 20 2 24 26 28
SST

Month

Ewoéva 2. Amotedéopoto T@V HOVIEA®V Yo, TNV emidpacn tov Mnpve kot g SST oty mbavotnta
GOAANYNG (TaVD), KoBDG Kot ot oyetikn aebovia Tov R. pretiosus (KATo).

Figure 2. GLM derived effects of Month and SST on the probability of catching an oilfish (upper panel),
on the relative abundance (CPUE) of oilfish (lower panel).
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